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Completed in 1967, the Septima P. Clark Parkway is a prominent thoroughfare 
of peninsular Charleston, South Carolina.  Locally known as the Crosstown, the road is 
officially part of Highway 17 and was conceived in the late 1950s to connect the state 
highway with Interstate 26.  The roadway’s route sliced through the middle of working 
class Charleston neighborhoods . City Council journals and minutes and South Carolina 
Department of Transportation (SCDOT) survey photographs reveal the character of the 
neighborhoods adjacent to the Crosstown.  These micro-communities and their architectural 
fabric, disrupted by the acquisition of the right-of way and subsequent road construction, 
presented a picture of architecturally diverse neighborhoods in relatively good condition. 
By employing City Council documents, SCDOT photographs, and local newspaper 
articles, this study examines the City of Charleston’s role in the placement of the Crosstown. 
It also analyzes the conditions and architectural design quality of the 1960s structures and 
2014 structures in the path of the roadway.  This analysis serves to assess the effects of the 
roadway throughout time.  This study finds that the physical ramifications of the Crosstown 
were not as pronounced as conventionally thought. Within this work, the author suggests 
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4	Michael	E.	Crutcher,	Jr,		Treme: Race and Place in a New Orleans Neighborhood,	(Athens,	Georgia:	Univer-
sity	of	Georgia	Press,	2010),	114.		





































































































































































































Owen	D.	Gutfreund	followed	a	similar	argument	in	his	book	20th Century Sprawl: 
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Historical/Architectural Inventory Rating System 
Category 1:  Exceptional
 Buildings of the highest architectural design quality, well proportioned, 
with a sophisticated use of architectural features such as doors, windows, 
classical orders (or other period designs), chimneys, verandas, massing, 
materials, textures, refined detail and craftsmanship. They are elegant and 
innovative, and must be preserved and retained in situ at all costs. 
Category 2:  Excellent
 High style regional architecture—fine “Charleston Style”—well designed 
and proportioned, with good detail.  These are spirited, dignified, frequently 
innovative, rare, and always attractive and interesting.  Of irreplaceable 
importance, to be preserved in situ at all costs. 
Category 3:  Significant
 Good architectural quality of the vernacular mode.  Less sophisticated 
and refined than “Excellent.”  Appealing, curious and interesting.  To be retained 
and protected. 
Category 4:  Contributory
 Buildings of architectural value without which the character of those 
buildings rated in groups 1-3 would be lessened.  To be preserved and retained. 
In addition to the ratings above, the inventory contains two other notations: 
 A.  + = Properties which should be the subject of further research, 
including interiors—the rating may warrant upgrading as a result; 
 B.  –  =  Buildings whose fabrics have undergone adverse changes and 
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